
VOTING BAR COMMISSIONERS: 
 
Heather Thuet 
Bar President 2021-2022 
 
Heather L. Thuet, is a savvy Utah real estate broker in addition to being an accomplished and 
ambitious trial attorney.  Heather is the co-owner of Endurance Real Estate, a boutique real 
estate brokerage and the founder of Key Legal Group. 
 
In 2021, she was elected to be the President of the Utah State Bar, serving until July 
2022.  Before that, she was elected twice by the lawyers and judges in Salt Lake to serve as their 
Bar Commissioner. Heather also serves on the Access to Justice Commission. She is a member of 
the Sutherland Inn of Court and a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation.  Heather is the former 
chair of the Utah State Bar’s Litigation Section and is the architect of the Annual Judicial 
Excellence Awards and Annual CLE & Shenanigans program held in Moab as well as the Health & 
Wellness program.  Heather also served as a commissioner on the Salt Lake Historic Landmarks 
Commission, which means Heather is well versed in state and local real estate, regulations, and 
ordinances and their application. 
 
She was born and raised in Salt Lake County. After obtaining a Bachelor of Science in business 
from the University of Utah, where she graduated cum laude, she received her Juris Doctorate 
from the University of Utah.  Ms. Thuet was in the top 5% of her graduating law school class, 
earning her the prestigious distinction of Order of the Coif. 
 
 
Katie Woods 
Bar President-elect 2021-2022 
 
Kristin K. Woods, or "Katie" as she is more commonly called, has been practicing law since 2009. 
The focus of her practice has always been to assist families and individuals with the legal issues 
that arise in day-to-day life.  
Katie is a native of St. George, Utah, having graduated as the Valedictorian of her Dixie High 
School class, and then moving on to receive her Bachelors of Science degree at Brigham Young 
University. Katie graduated from the University of Missouri - Kansas City School of Law in 2009.   
Since 2009, Katie has represented multiple clients in their bankruptcy, guardianship, divorce, 
child custody, probate, and family law matters. Katie has a license to practice law in the states 
of Utah, Nevada, Arizona, and Colorado, and is a National Certified Guardian.  
In addition to being an attorney, Katie is a local high school basketball coach, dog lover, lake-
goer, and Jeep owner. 
  



Marty Moore 
1st Division Bar Commissioner 
 
Marty joined the Utah State Bar in 2000 and has served on a variety of community nonprofit 
boards in Cache Valley since 2001.  Marty was president of the Cache County Bar Association in 
2006-2007 and a member of the USB’s Fall Forum 2010 planning committee.  As a Utah State Bar  
Commissioner, Marty’s main goal remains to continually remind policy makers in Salt Lake City 
that there are lawyers – and clients – away from Utah’s major metropolitan areas who deserve 
the same services and opportunities as those who live and work on the Wasatch Front.  
 
Marty worked his way through law school as a paramedic while attending the Florida State 
University College of Law. He has enjoyed a wide variety of professional experiences in his 38 
years as a lawyer, including: 4 ½ years as an Assistant Public Defender and Chief Assistant Public 
Defender based in Ocala, Florida; 6 months as an Assistant State Attorney based in Tallahassee, 
Florida; 3 ½ years as an Assistant Statewide Prosecutor and Chief Assistant Statewide Prosecutor 
in Florida based in Tallahassee, Florida; 1 year as an Ethics Advocate (prosecutor before the 
Florida Ethics Commission) in Florida; 5 ½ years as the Florida Attorney General’s lawyer in the 
Florida capitol; 8 years as a registered lobbyist for the Attorney General; and 19 ½ years in 
private practice with his current law firm (Peck Hadfield Baxter & Moore, LLC) in Logan, Utah. 
Although he has tried 55 civil and criminal jury trials to verdict and hundreds of bench trials, his 
practice today focuses on employment-based and family-based immigration with some personal 
injury cases sprinkled in.   
 
Marty has visited all 50 states and more than 70 countries in his travels – mostly with a 
backpack.  
 
 
John Bradley 
2nd Division Bar Commissioner 
 
In his twenty years of service with the Office of the Attorney General, he has been a dedicated 
public servant, spending a substantial amount of time in court in Weber and Davis Counties. In 
addition to his public service, John has also been a past president of the Weber County Bar, a 
small claims judge, and served for 14 years as member of the South Ogden City Council. I am 
confident the Utah Bar will be well served during his term as a bar commissioner.   
 
John worked in private practice in Ogden for about six years before joining the Office of the 
Attorney General (OAG) in 1995.  He has been with the OAG in Child & Family Support Division 
for 21 years and the Child & Family Support Northern Section Director for 9 years. He is a Past 
President of the Weber County Bar Association (1997-98) and a former Small Claims Judge Pro 
Tem, Second District Court. Prior to election to Bar Commission, Bradley served for several years 
on the USB Character & Fitness Committee as the Committee’s de facto child support specialist. 
In addition to his legal work, John is a successful entrepreneur, owning and operating a party 
supply store with his wife, Pat, in Clearfield. Bradley served 14 years on the South Ogden City 



Council, has volunteered extensively with youth, including Youth City Council and Boy Scouts of 
America and provided two years of overseas religious service for his faith in Japan. He and his 
wife, Pat, are the proud parents of five children (four sons and a daughter).  
 
 
Traci Gunderson 
3rd Division Bar Commissioner 
 
A recognized expert in administrative law, real estate licensing, consumer sales practices, and 
civil litigation, Traci Gundersen started practicing law in 2001. Her practice covers a broad array 
of government topics, including planning and zoning issues, commerce and licensing, and 
municipal research. She recently served as Chair of the Utah Bar's Administrative Law Section 
(2014-2015) and presented "Res Judicata issues at the Administrative Level" at the Utah Bar's 
Summer 2013 Convention in Snowmass, CO.  Since 2013, she has served as a Draper Planning & 
Zoning Commissioner.       
   
Prior to starting a solo practice in 2014, Traci worked for civil litigation law firms in both Salt Lake 
City, Utah and Indianapolis, Indiana from 2001 to 2008.  She then became an Assistant Attorney 
General representing the Utah Division of Real Estate before the Utah Real Estate Commission, 
Appraiser Licensing Board, and the Residential Mortgage Regulatory Commission.  In 2010, Traci 
was appointed by Utah Governor Gary Herbert as Director of the Utah Division of Consumer 
Protection, where she managed a small government agency in enforcing the Utah Consumer 
Sales Practices Act, as well as regulating Franchises, Career Colleges, Credit Service 
Organizations, Debt Management Services companies, Health Spas and Gyms, and charitable 
organizations.  She was educated at BYU and Pepperdine University. 
 
 
Greg Hoole 
3rd Division Bar Commissioner 
 
Greg enjoys a rich and diverse legal career protecting and vindicating the rights of individuals, 
businesses, and Utah’s counties, cities, and other political subdivisions. Always conscientious of 
the high cost of litigation, and a skilled mediator, Greg is adept at resolving disputes favorably for 
his clients without protracted litigation but is fully capable of taking a case successfully through 
the full litigation process when necessary. 
Greg worked for the state’s largest law firm before hanging out his own shingle. He has 
represented both plaintiffs and defendants throughout his career and is widely respected for his 
even temperament and professionalism. 
 
Greg’s cases have been reported in such national periodicals as The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal and USA Today. Greg has also appeared in relation to his cases on various law-
related programs on national network and cable television, including Larry King Live and On the 
Record with Greta Van Susteren. 
 



Greg is a husband and father of four.  He enjoys road and mountain biking, trail running, skiing, 
and otherwise spending time with his family in Utah’s beautiful outdoors. He is a Boston 
Marathon finisher, a former Ironman All World Athlete, and a chocolate milk connoisseur. 
 
 
Chrystal Mancuso-Smith 
3rd Division Bar Commissioner 
 
Chrystal Mancuso-Smith was raised in Massachusetts but has called Utah home for the past 20 
years. After graduating from the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth with a double major 
of Biology and Marine Biology, she moved to Salt Lake City. 
She held several different positions – from the office manager for a local environmental 
remediation project – to coordinating a large ecological research lab at the University of Utah 
prior to entering law school at the University of Utah where she earned her J.D. and a Certificate 
in Environmental and Natural Resources Law. 
 
From the moment she passed the Bar, her involvement in the legal community flourished in her 
following roles: from leadership roles with the Utah Minority Bar Association to co-founding the 
Utah Minority Bar Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, to serving as an ex-officio 
Utah State Bar Commissioner to, more recently, serving as a member of the Deception Detection 
Examiners’ Board for the State of Utah and the Bar’s Mandatory CLE Board. In 2018, Chrystal was 
elected to a formal, voting Bar Commissioner seat for the Third Division. 
 
When not working, Chrystal enjoys camping and traveling with her husband and son, scuba 
diving, underwater digital photography and gardening. 
 
 
Mark Morris 
3rd Division Bar Commissioner 
 
Mark Morris has a diverse practice, with over 35 years’ experience in general commercial 
litigation, including litigation in the areas of construction law, real estate, securities, legal 
malpractice, employment, professional liability, trade secrets, general business disputes and 
defense of class action matters. Mark seeks efficient, amicable and reasonable resolutions to his 
clients’ problems, including informal and formal negotiation and mediation before and after a 
case is commenced. Failing agreed resolutions satisfactory to his clients, Mark has tried over 65 
cases to arbitrators, judges and juries in Utah and other states. 
 
Mark was recognized by his peers as Lawyer of the Year in Real Estate Litigation and is 
experienced in easement and right-of-way litigation, commercial landlord-tenant disputes, 
purchase/sale agreements, quiet title actions, state and federal just compensation and inverse 
condemnation actions, public lands and natural resources, foreclosure in and out of bankruptcy 
proceedings, and contract and commission disputes. 
 



 
Andrew Morse 
3rd Division Bar Commissioner 
 
Andrew Morse serves as a mediator, arbitrator and trial lawyer.  He serves on the 
firm’s SnowTrial Consulting group.  He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and a 
Fellow of the International Academy of Trial Lawyers.  He represents both plaintiffs and 
defendants, including government entities, trucking companies, and healthcare providers. 
Andrew defends governments and their employees—especially police departments and officers 
– against complaints involving deprivation of civil rights.  He created and led the bipartisan 
working group that drafted the Reenacted 2004 Governmental Immunity Act, which clarified this 
law following a Utah Supreme Court case that had restricted governmental immunity. 
 
In addition, Andrew defends businesses in the transportation industry (including the nation’s 
largest trucking company) against personal injury lawsuits involving their drivers and vehicles. 
Andrew is a highly experienced trial lawyer.  For 37 years, he has tried plaintiffs’ and defendants’ 
wrongful death and catastrophic injury cases.  He has tried excessive force claims resulting in 
death and serious bodily injury.  He has also tried cases involving products liability, truck 
accidents, medical malpractice wrongful death, automobile crashes, premises liability, 
employment, food safety, fire and property loss claims, and many others. 
Andrew served as President of Snow Christensen and Martineau from 2011-2018. 
 
Outside of the office, Andrew is an avid golfer. He enjoys spending time with his family cross-
country skiing, camping and traveling to remote locations. 
 
 
Michelle Quist 
3rd Division Bar Commissioner  
 
Michelle brings a diversity of skills and experience to advocate on behalf of clients in complex 
civil litigation, regulatory, and appellate matters. Through various roles in her non-traditional 
career path, including sole practice and in-house counsel, Michelle has honed skills of persuasion 
and negotiation to form compelling arguments to advance her clients’ interests. 

Along with a focus on appellate work in federal and state courts, Michelle represents clients in a 
wide range of commercial litigation matters, including business torts and breach of contract 
cases. Michelle also represents clients in environmental and natural resources litigation matters, 
including public lands litigation. 

Michelle began her legal career practicing in New York at Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, 
handling high-profile, complex commercial litigation. She then worked as a staff attorney for the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit after serving as a law clerk to Judge Monroe G. 
McKay. Michelle also turned her advocacy skills to writing daily editorial articles and columns for 

https://scmlaw.com/practice-area/governments/
https://www.scmlaw.com/service/industry-focus/governments
https://scmlaw.com/practice-area/transportation/
https://scmlaw.com/practice-area/transportation/
https://www.scmlaw.com/service/industry-focus/healthcare
https://www.scmlaw.com/service/industry-focus/healthcare


the Salt Lake Tribune and providing political commentary and analysis for news and media 
organizations. 

Tyler Young 
4th Division Bar Commissioner 
 

Tyler Young is a partner with Young, Kester, Black & Jube and has been in practice since 2006 in 
Provo, and Park City, Utah. Tyler’s practice and expertise focuses on insurance litigation which 
includes auto accidents, bad faith of insurance companies, medical malpractice, wrongful death 
and other injury cases. He has successfully litigated multiple jury trials, as well as arbitrations, 
and has extensive experience mediating cases. In addition, Tyler has had successful appeals to 
the Utah Court of Appeals and the Utah Supreme Court. 

Tyler was selected as one of the National Trial Lawyers top 40 under 40 in 2012. In 2013, Tyler 
accepted a nomination to the board of the Utah Association for Justice, an organization 
dedicated to promoting individuals rights, including the right to trial by jury. On two different 
occasions, Tyler has had the pleasure of teaching American Jurisprudence to Ukrainian college 
students with the Leavitt Institute in Kiev, Ukraine. In 2012, Tyler was selected to attend Gerry 
Spence’s Trial Lawyer’s College in Dubois, Wyoming, where he worked directly with Gerry 
Spence, a celebrated trial lawyer, and other talented trial lawyers from around the United States.  

In his personal life, Tyler is an avid outdoorsman and enjoys the sport of triathlons and 
marathons. In 2010, Tyler was elected President of the Springville Rotary Club and was able to 
organize a half marathon and 10K race that raised more than $20,000 for charity. As a dedicated 
Rotarian for the entirety of his professional career, Tyler donates a portion of every settlement 
to Rotary charities. 

 
Rick Hoffman, CPA 
Public Member  
 
Rick is a principal and one of the founding shareholders of the Lone Peak Valuation Group and is 
primarily involved with performing business valuations and litigation consulting services. Rick is a 
Certified Public Accountant, Accredited in Business Valuation. 

Rick has over eighteen years of experience in public accounting and consulting. Prior to forming 
Lone Peak Valuation Group, Rick was the Managing Director of the Salt Lake City office of 
LECG.  Before that, Rick was a Director at PriceWaterhouseCoopers.  He has been primarily 
involved with calculating damages related to commercial litigation in a variety of industries.  He 
has had a particularly large amount of industry experience with MLM’s, technology firms, 
professional service firms and energy companies. 



He has also spent considerable time performing business valuations inside and outside of the 
litigation arena, with particular emphasis in the valuation of intellectual property. Rick has 
substantial additional training in the areas of valuation, litigation, and lost profit calculations. He 
has regularly taught on the subject of damages and has testified in state and federal court 
litigation matters. Additionally, he has acted as Special Master and has served as a court-
appointed expert. 

Rick has published over 30 articles, books and speeches on the subject of financial valuation, 
including the book, “Intellectual Property Damages: Guidelines and Analysis.” 

 
 
Shawn Newell 
Public Member  
 
Shawn is the Vice President of Business Development at Industrial Supply Company where he has 
worked for the past 35 years. He serves as a community integrator working as the vice president 
of the Salt Lake Branch of the NAACP, as a former Commissioner on the Governor’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Human Rights Commission, he heads the Utah Multicultural Civic Council and is a 
member of the ME4U coalition. Shawn is a member of the Utah Manufacturer’s Association 
Board, the workforce and Economic Development Advisory Board at Salt Lake Community 
College where he has served as the Alumni Council President for Salt Lake Community College 
and a Trustee for SLCC. Mr. Newell is a Civility Ambassador for World Civility through iChange 
Nations. Additionally, he serves on the Utah Courts Committee for Self-Represented Parties, a 
member of the Utah State Board of Education and as a President’s Ambassador for the Salt Lake 
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Newell also serves on the Utah State Department of Workforce 
services as an appointed Board member. 

Shawn is a graduate of the University of Utah, Salt Lake Community College and has a Masters of 
Management degree from the University of Phoenix. He holds an Executive leadership 
certification from the University of Utah School of Business and a Diversity and Inclusion 
certificate from Cornell. In Mr. Newell’s spare time he officiates youth and adult sports. Mr. 
Newell is married, the father of three and has four grandchildren. 

  



Erik Christiansen 
Bar President-elect 2022-23 
 
Erik Christiansen is a commercial litigation trial attorney at Parsons Behle & Latimer with 31 
years of experience. Mr. Christiansen represents clients in a variety of commercial, financial and 
securities litigation matters, including, among others: Commercial litigation, Securities and 
financial fraud litigation, Trade secrets litigation, Commercial contract disputes, Direct 
selling/multi-level marketing related litigation, Investment related litigation, Partnership 
disputes, and Financial institution litigation. 

Erik is the Past Chair of the Utah State Securities Commission, which has oversight authority over 
the Utah Division of Securities, and is the Co-Chair of the firm's Securities Litigation practice 
group. Mr. Christiansen served on the Securities Commission from June 2009 to October 2017.  

Prior to joining Parsons, Mr. Christiansen practiced for six years in Los Angeles, California as an 
associate attorney at Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, now known as Milbank (1990-93) and 
as an associate at Stroock & Stroock & Lavan (1993-95).  

 
Matt Hansen 
Joins Bar Commission in July 2022 as 2nd Division Bar Commissioner 
 
Matt Hansen is a trial attorney with over 20 years of experience in civil and criminal law.  He has 
represented national businesses, small businesses, as well as government entities.  He attended 
Brigham Young University and obtained a degree in Finance.  Matt went on to obtain a Law 
Degree and a Master’s Degree in Business from the University of Utah. 

Currently, Matt is a Deputy County Attorney for the Davis County Attorney’s Office.  In this 
capacity, he prosecutes special victim cases and other general felony matters.   Similarly, he has 
worked as a prosecutor for the Weber County Attorney’s Office and the Salt Lake County District 
Attorney’s Office.    

When not working, Matt enjoys spending time watching his daughters dance, cheer, golf, and 
play basketball.   

 
Beth Kennedy 
Joins Bar Commission in July 2022 as 3rd Division Bar Commissioner 
 

Beth has been an appellate attorney for 11 years at Zimmerman Booher.  Working with trial 
counsel has allowed her to form relationships with attorneys in nearly all practice areas. And in 
this collaboration, Beth has learned the importance of compromise and relying on each other’s 
strengths to achieve a common goal and brings those critical skills to the Bar Commission.  She 
has already put those skills to use in her service to the Bar, serving for 10 years on the Women 



Lawyers of Utah’s board and as its current president. She also helped to form the LGBT & Allied 
Lawyers of Utah, and served for four years on its board. Beth has been recognized by Legal Elite 
and Rising Stars – Super Lawyers.  She is currently a member of the Utah Supreme Court Ethics 
and Discipline Committee and has served in various capacities in the community, including the 
Rocky Mountain Innocence Center.   

 
Cara Tangaro 
Joins Bar Commission in July 2022 as 3rd Division Bar Commissioner 
 

Cara is an experienced criminal defense attorney and has handled many felony jury trials, 
including capital homicide. A former prosecutor for the Salt Lake County District Attorney’s 
office, she is a tested, trusted defense attorney; and uniquely suited to serve her clients as they 
navigate challenging cases.Ms. Tangaro has been invited to lecture at various universities. She 
has also taught classes at the Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark School of Law and taught 
classes at Weber State University.  Cara was invited to speak and educate law enforcement, 
prosecutors and the MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) organization about the unfair and 
overly harsh consequences of DUI convictions in Utah, and at the Utah DUI subcommittee 
meeting.   

The underage DUI “Not A Drop” law in Utah was successfully fought in the legislature by Ms. 
Tangaro. Legislators lessened the harsh, over reaching penalties associated with the law to the 
benefit of young people under the age of 21 in Utah.  Cara has been named one of Utah’s Legal 
Elite.  She is Co-Chair of Utah State Bar Wellness Committee, and is a member of the Pretrial 
Release and Supervision Committee, a Past President of Utah Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers (UACDL), and a Past member of Supreme Court Advisory Committee on the Rules of 
Criminal Procedure. 

 

Tom Bayles 
Joins Bar Commission in July 2022 as 5th Division Bar Commissioner 
 

Tom is a long-time resident of St. George and has been there practicing law since 1998. Tom 
works at ProvenLaw, PLLC where his focus is estate planning, estate tax planning, real estate tax 
planning and business succession planning. His experience includes serving as president of the 
Southern Utah Estate Planning Council, the St. George Exchange Club, the Southern Utah Bar 
Association, and as co-chairman of the Utah State Bar Spring Convention.  

Tom earned an associates degree from Dixie State College, bachelor’s degree in economics from 
Weber State University, master’s in business administration from Washburn University School of 
Business, and a juris doctor from Washburn University School of Law along with a tax proficiency 



certificate. Tom enjoys connecting with his clients to identify the best planning to accomplish 
their goals and bring them peace of mind.  

In addition to his legal aspirations, he is a renowned barbeque aficionado in the St. George, Utah 
community with plans to become a judge certified by the Kansas City Barbeque Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


