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Steven G. Johnson

Distinguished Service Award
Mr. Johnson is a 1977 graduate of the J. Reuben Clark law School at Brigham Young University. He has been a member 
of Utah State Bar since 1977, and of the State Bar of California since 1989. He has worked for a small Salt Lake City law 
firm, is the former general counsel for an international marketer of turkeys and turkey products, and is currently a solo 
practitioner in Highland, Utah, advising and representing clients in a variety of legal matters including business and 
corporate issues, real property matters and contracts; and serving as an arbitrator and mediator in private practice and 
for the Better Business Bureau. 

He has spent a good part of his career serving in the Bar and serving the Courts of the State of Utah to enhance access 
to justice. He has served as an officer of both the Corporate Counsel Section and of the Dispute Resolution Section of 
the Bar. He has been a member of Utah State Bar’s Fee Arbitration Panel since 1999, and chaired the Panel from 2006 
to 2010. He was appointed as a member of the Supreme Court’s MCLE Board in 1999, and served as Trustee of the 
Board for 4 years. He served 7 years as an Associate Editor of the Utah Bar Journal beginning in his second year of law 
school, and served for 10 years as a member of the Bar’s Government Affairs Committee. 

Mr. Johnson has served 20 years on the Supreme Court’s Advisory Committee on the Rules of Professional Conduct, 
and for the last 9 years has served as chair of that committee. He has served as a member of the Supreme Court’s 
Commissioner Conduct Commission for the past 9 years, and currently serves as a member of the Fourth District 
Justice Court Nominating Commission. He is a member of the Utah State Court’s Certified Panel of Arbitrators.

The Supreme Court has also asked him to serve on 3 Court task forces – the Licensed Paralegal Practitioner Task Force, 
the Office of Professional Conduct Task Force, and the Task Force on Regulatory Reform.

Mr. Johnson served on 3 different occasions in the countries of Ethiopia and Eritrea, teaching government employees 
how to organize and manage farmer cooperatives so that they can go out and teach farmers how to run cooperatives 
to better their economic status. He has helped them to amend their cooperative codes to eliminate inconsistencies 
and to fill in gaps in the laws.


